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Fig. 1 Operative specimen: arrow shows diver-
ticulum of the appendix.
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Fig. 3a Histological findings of diverticulum of
the appendix shows perforation of the diver-
ticulum.

Fig. 3b Magnified view : arrow shows the defect
of the muscular wall.

Fig. 4 Barium enema shows numerous diverticula
in the whole colon.
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Fig. 5 Fourteen diverticula of the appendix

detected by barium enema examination.
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Table 1 List of incidence of diverticulum of vermi-
form appendix

Author (year) ' Incidence (Per Cent)
Surgical

Deschenes (1971) 127/37,861(0.33)

Delikaris (1983) 10/575 (1.7)

Sakamoto (1992) 2/624  (0.32)

Miyoshi (1978) 6/961  (0.62)

Murata (1978) 5/227 (2.2)
Surgical & Postmortem

Collins (1955) 684/50,000(1.4 )

Trollope (1974) (0.004~2.1)
Postmortem

Hino (1980) 12/1,000 (1.2)
Barium enema

Nakanishi (1988) 3/2,113 (0.14)

Pressent case (1992) 1/1,311 (0.08)
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Two Cases of Diverticulum of the Vermiform Appendix

Yusuke Uno, Takaaki Iwase, Kazuo Nishiura, Hideo Takahashi,
Masamori Yasuda* and Yoshinobu Maeda*
Department of Surgery, Hokuriku Central Hospital
*Department of First Pathology, Toyama Medical and Pharmaceutical University

Diverticulosis of the vermiform appendix is relatively rare. We experienced two cases of diver-
ticulum of the vermiform appendix. The first patient was an 85-year-old man who was admitted to our
hospital with the complaint of right lower quadrant pain. Appendectomy was performed under the
diagnosis of acute appendicitis. A perforated diverticulum was found at the base of the appendix. The
diverticulum was acquired type. The second patient was a 60-year-old man who visited our hospital for
a health care examination. A barium enema revealed numerous diverticula in the whole colon and 14
diverticula in the appendix. A diverticulum of the vermiform appendix has a frequent risk of perforation.
Therefore, appendectomy is recommended to the patient with a symptomatic or asymptomatic diver-
ticulum of the vermiform appendix to prevent panperitonitis.
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