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Table 1 The will of patients and families for
notification

Hope for notificaion

Yes No The others

patients 432(82.0%) 50( 9.5%) 45(8.5%)
famillies 279(52.9%) 197(37.4%) 51(9.7%)

Notification
Notification rate of
No. of pts No. of pts notification
advanced cancer 396 282 71.2%
early cancer | 131 110 84.0%
527 392 74 4%
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Table 2 Time course of notification rate of cancer

Advanced cancer Early cancer Total
No. of . . Rate No. of s . Rate No. of : . Rate
e Notification (%) e Notification (%) P Notification (%)
1990 62 | 26 | 41.9 20 17 85.0 82 43 52.4
1991 40 | 25 62.5 ‘ 33 26 78.3 73 51 63.0
1992 58 40 69.0 23 20 87.0 81 60 74.1
1993 80 60 75.0 17 15 88.2 97 75 77.3
1994 79 64 81.0 19 15 78.9 98 79 80.6
1995 77 ‘ 67 87.0 19 17 89.5 96 84 ‘ 87.5
396 ‘ 282 | 71.2 131 110 84.0 527 | 392 | 74.4
Table 3 Notification rate in various cancers of digestive organs
No. of cases Notification Time of notification
o - i : |
IS total advanced ‘ early yes | r(%()e preope. postope
stomach 248 152 96 199 80.2 158 41
(%) (61.3) (38.7) (92.4) (7.6)
colon 177 144 33 137 77.4 102 35
(%) (81.4) (18.6) (74.5) (25.5)
liver 57 57 0 34 59.6 34 0
(%) (100) ()] (100) 0
biliary sgfstem 37 36 1 17 45.9 14 3
(% (97.3) (2.7 (82.4) (7.6
esophaogus 8 7 1 5 ‘ 62.5 3 2
(%) (87.5) (12.5) (60) _ (40)
Total ‘ 527 396 131 392 74.4 311 81
(%) (75) (25) (79.3) (20.7)
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Informed Consent to the Cancer of Digestive Organs in Nagoya Memorial Hospital

Masahiro Suenaga, Yoshikazu Kokuba, Minoru Tanaka, Jyunichi Tobinaga,
Hidetaka Yamanaka, Tsuyoshi Hatsuno and Masashi Uchimura
Department of Surgery, Nagoya Memorial Hospital

Our hospital was established for the treatment of malignancies and immunological diseases, as well
as to contribute to regional medical care, in 1985. We recognized that patients should be given tests and
treatments only after having obtained accurate information regarding their disease and a full understand-
ing of the medical care to be provided, i.e. the establishment of an informed consent (IC) system has been
one of our ideals for medical care. Therefore, in 1987 we founded an IC committee to promote IC in our
hospital. As the will and the choices of patiens and their families are important issues in medical care, we
began to elicit their views of medical care in 1990. Being given a diagnosis of cancer affects explanation
of the treatment method (operation, chemotherapy etc.), as well as its efficacy, risks and side effects. We
therefore prepared a support system for such patients. The patients were then given the diagnosis of
cancer with consideration of their own will. Among 527 cases who underwent operations for cancer of the
digestive organs, 82% had elected to be given the exact diagnosis and 749 of these patients were thus



19965£10H 61(1991)

notified. The rate of notification was 52% in 1990 but had increased to 88% in 1995. According to a
questionnaire answered by survivors, most were satisfied with the notification procedure. Conclusion:
When we hold each patient’s own will in high regard and have prepared an adequate support system, it
will be possible to fully inform patients regarding a diagnosis of cancer in Japan.
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