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Fig. 1 Abdominal US showed the hernia sac contain-
ing the intestine as cystic structure between the in-
ternal obturator muscle and the pectineus muscle.
Al Case 1.
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Fig. 2 The bowel was herniated from the Abdominal
cavity through the hernia orifice. BO Case 2.
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Fig. 3 The herniated bowel extended and the obtu-
rator muscle was seen below. C[J Case 3.
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Fig. 4 Abdominal US is similar to that in Case 10 Fig.
10 DO Case 4.
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Fig. 5 Herniated bowel was seen below the pubic
bone. EO Case 5.
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Table 10 Summary of five cases of obturator hernia

Case Case 1 Case 2 Case 3 Case 4 Case 5
Age and Sex 86/F 82/F 85/F 84/M 82/F
Body length/Body weighl cm/kgO 150/40 153/40 140/35 160/39 157/40
Symptoms Abd pain® Appetite loss Abd pain Rt perineal pain Fever, Abd pain
HRSPH Negative Positive Negative Positive Negative
Location Left Left Right Right Right
Time to operation 3 days 10 days 15 days 1 days 24 days
Pregnancy 1 time 4 times 1time / 3 times
Laparotomy history Negative Negative Negative Positive Negative
Richter’ s hernia Negative Positive Positive Negative Negative
Intestinal resection] Ope methodd |0 O CEnterostomy |0 O CEnterostomy |0 O CEnterostomy ooo 0 O CEnd to end
Outcome Cured Cured Cured Cured Cured

5 Abd : Abdominal pain
HU Howship-Romberg’ s sigh
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Five Cases of Obturator Hernia Preoperatively
Diagnosed by Ultrasonography

Nobuhisa Matsuhashi, Takayasu Nagata, Susumu Tachibana, Masayoshi Asano,
Toshihiko Kajima and Juji Tsuchiya
Department of Surgery, Ibi General Hospital

We reported 5 cases[] 4 female and one malel of obturator hernia which were preoperatively diagnosed
by ultrasonography. All patients were thin persons between 82 and 86 years of agé] mean(] 83.8 years{d The
chief complaints in all 5 cases were abdominal pain, nausea and ileus-like symptoms. Three cases showed posi-
tive Howship-Romberg’ s sign. Ultrasonography in all cases revealed hernia sacs containing intestine as a cys-
tic structure between the internal obturator muscle and the pectineus muscle. Recently there has been an in-
crese in the number of preoperative diagnoses reported by computed tomographic scaning, but ultrasonogra-
phy is one of effective technics for preoperative diagnosis on obturator hernia, because it is easy to perform at
bedside or outpatient clinic and less invasive.

Key words[] Obturator hernia, preoperative ultrasonography, Hawship-Romberg sign
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