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Fig. 1 At operation, the gangrenous bowel was ro-
tated around the mesentery by 360° clockwise rota-
tion.

Fig. 4 At operation, the gangrenous bowel was ro-
tated around the mesentery by 360° clockwise rota-
tion.

Fig. 2 Schematic illustration of operative findings.

Necrotic small bowel

Fig. 3 Computed tomography demonstrated situs in-

versus iscerum and massive ascitis.

Fig. 5 Schematic illustration of operative findings.

Mecrotic small bowel
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Table 1 Reported cases of primary volvulus of small intestine in Japan
Author year Age Sex Pasthistory Abdominal CT,Echogram Preoperative diagnosis Torsion Procedure Prognosis

1, Isogal 1979 52 M sigmoidectomy unknown acute abdomen -180 resection  survive
2, Isogai 1979 69 M  gastrectomy unknown ileus 720 resection dead
3, Isogai 1979 71  F hemicolectomy unknown ileus -180 resection dead
4, Isogai 1979 66 M sigmoidectomy unknown volvulus of small intestine 180 not operated dead
5, Tomita 1980 26 M none unknown strangulated intestine ~360 resection  survive
6, Kanou 1988 73 F none unknown strangulated intestine 360 resection dead
7, Tanabe 1988 54 M none unknown perforation of gastrointestine -360 resection  survive
8, Kanzaki 1988 59 M none diiated of intestine,ascitis strangulated intestine 720 resection  survive
9, Hachisuka 1988 60 M none dilated of intestine fleus 180 detorsion  survive
10, Nomura 1991 67 M none unknown strangulated intestine -180 resection  survive
11, Mizutani 1991 61 M none ascitis appendicitis 360 resection  survive
12, Matsuo 1991 58 F none ascitis occlusion of the mesenteric artery 360 resection dead
13, Funayama 1994 69 M none unknown volvulus of small intestine  -360 resection  survive
14, Murakami 1996 26 M none whirl-like pattern volvulus of small intestine 900 detorsion  survive
15, Kudo 1998 71 F appendectomy whirl-like pattern volvulus of small intestine 900 resection  survive
16, Akimaru 1998 67 F  gastrectomy dilated of intestine,ascitis strangulated intestine -360 resection  survive
17, Takeshima 1998 41 M none whirl-like pattern volvulus of small intestine  -360 resection  survive
18, Kaji 1999 31 F none dilated of intestine ileus 540 resection  survive
19, Nakazaki 1999 11 M none unknown acute abdomen unknown resection  survive
20, Nakazaki 1999 14 F none whirl~like pattern volvulus of small intestine ~ -360 resection survive
21, Higuchi 2000 84 F  uterectomy dilated of intestine leus 270 detorsion  survive
22, Presentcase 2001 85 M appendectomy dilated of intestine,ascitis strangulated intestine 360 resection  survive
23, Presentcase 2001 92 F none dilated of intestine,ascitis ileus 360 resection  survive
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Two Cases of Primary Volvulus of the Small Intestine in Elderly Patients

Katsunori Matsuzawa, Nobuyuki Sasamoto, Shingo Matsuzawa'", Tomohisa Sekine™,
Kouichi Itabashi*”and Akira Kakita™
Department of Surgery, Kojirakawa Shiseidoh Hospital
"Department of Surgery, Shiseidoh General Hospital
*Takano Sekine Clinic
*Department of Surgery, Kitasato University School of Medicine

We report 2 cases of primary volvulus of the small intestine in elderly patients. The first was a 85-year-
old man admitted due to sudden severe abdominal pain. In emergency surgery under the diagnosis of acute
abdomen, the ileum was twisted 360° rotated clockwise. We resected of the necrotic bowel and conducted an
end-to-end anastomosis. The second patient was a 92-year-old woman with situs inversis totalis admitted be-
cause of hypertension and upper abdominal pain. The ileum was twisted 360° rotated clockwise. We resec-
tioned the necrotic bowel and conducted an end-to-end anastomosis. Both patients enjoyed a smooth postop-
erative course. Reports of primary volvulus of the small intestine are rare in Japan, and care should be taken
because this disease develops rapid necrosisi, resulting in high mortality, particularly in those of advanced

age.
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