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Fig. 2 Double contrast study in the left oblique view, Fig. 4 Endoscopic picture shows shallow depressed
semi-standing position, shows coarse granular pro- lesion with whitish mucosa in extensive area of the
trusion, and devastated mucosa in the area of the lesser curvature of the middle bodyO arrow(] and
cardia of stomach extended to the lesser curvature rugged fold in anterior wall of the middle bodyO ar-
of the middle body arrow(] row head]

Fig. 5 Histological finding of endoscopically biopsied
specimen demonstrates lymph duct filled with ade-

Fig. 3 Double contrast study in the left oblique view, nocarcinoma.

semi-standing position shows swelling of the mu-
cosal folds it twisting” statel arrow(]
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Fig. 6 Macroscopic featues of the resected stomach
after fixation shows the depressed areal arrow(]
and rugged swelling folds in anterior wall of the
middle bodyUO arrow headl]
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Fig. 7 Microscopic picture shows lymphatic permea-
tion were further scattered deep into the subserosal
layer.

Fig. 8 Microscopic picture shows lymphatic permea-
tion in submucosal layer.
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Fig. 9 The schema shows the distribution of lym-
phangitis carcinomatosa at a more extended area
than the apparent depressed area.
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A Case of Gastric Cancer, Presenting with Extensive Lymphangitis Carcinomatosa
in the Gastric Wall, Though Primary Lesion Remained in the Submucosal Layer

Susumu Hijioka, Toshihiko Hirata, Hiroshi Yokomizo, Hiroshi Fujita,
Hiroshi Kako, Takaaki Yamane and Seiji Fukuda”
Department of Surgery, Kumamoto Red Cross Hospital, Department of Pathology,
Kumamoto Red Cross Hospital”

We report a case of a 70-year-old woman with gastric cancer, presenting with extensive lymphangitis car-
cinomatosa in the gastric wall, though primary lesion remained in the submucosal layer. A depressed lesion
detected in the cardia was found by gastroendoscopy to extend to the lesser curvature of the middle stomach.
A series of biopsies showed GroupV, so she was referred to our hospital for treatment. We diagnosed the le-
sion as type llc-early gastric cancer, conducting total gastrectomy. Pathological findings showed no direct in-
vasion beyond the submucosal layer, but prominent lymphatic permeation further scattered deeply and ex-
tensively into the subserosal layer indicated lymphangitis carcinomatosa. Retrospectively, mucosal folds pre-
senting” twisting” spreading beyond the primary depressed area may have resulted from edematous
changes in the gastric wall. We hypothesize that lymphatic congestion due to tumor embolism in the lymph
vessels resulted in edematous changes in the gastric wall, may be characteristic of lymphangitis carcinoma-
tosa of the gastric wall.

Key words[] gastric cancer, lymphangitis carcinomatosa
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