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Fig. 1 Endoscopic picture showing rapid progress of the esophageal tumor, which
were seen 310 32cm from the incisors leftd 10/12/2001, right0 1/2/20020

Fig. 2 The resected esophagus showing a type
0-1 sep tumor and a non iodo-stained lesion.
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Fig. 3 Small cell carcinoma infiltrating into submucosal layer of the esophagus. The
small round tumor cells have hyperchromatic nuclei and scanty cytoplasmJ H. E.
leftd x 1, right0 x 4000

Fig. 4 Overall survival curvell n(J 1830

year
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Fig. 6 Survival curves of the surgery alone treated
cases] n0 35[0, the radiotherapy /chemotherapy
treated cases[] n0 3200 and the both surgery and ra-
diotherapy/chemotherapy treated casesC n 310
among the MO cases(] n(J 980]
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A Resected Case of a Small Cell Carcinoma of the Esophagus and
Analysis of Cases in the Literature

Koichi Sugiura, Soji Ozawa, Yuko Kitagawa, Nobuhiko Okamoto,
Yoshimasa Shimizu, Kazuhito Yano and Masaki Kitajima
Department of Surgery, School of Medicine, Keio University

Small cell carcinoma of the esophagus is relatively rare, has a poor prognosis, and yet has no standard
therapy. We report resection of small cell carcinoma of the esophagus diagnosed in the early stage and whose
course we followed up. We review the treatment and prognosis of small cell carcinoma of the esophagus by
analyzing our case and cases in the literature. Our patient, a 70 years old woman, had superficial small cell car-
cinoma of the esophagus with no lymph node or distant metastasis. Eight months after curative resection, she
remains alive and recurrence-free. Analysis of cases in the literature showed 5-year survival of 90 and 500
survival of 6 months. Survival in MO cases] nJ 1060was longer than that in M1 cases] nJ 500 p 0.0040 Sur-
vival in NOMO cases nJ 2800 was similar that in NOM1 cases] n(J 570 pO 0.150 Survival in MO cases treated
by combined surgery and radiotherapy/chemotherapy] n 310 was longer than that in cases treated other-
wised nJ 670 pJ 0.00010] We concluded that the patients with small cell carcinoma of the esophagus treated
with combined surgery and radiotherapy/chemotherapy could expect relatively long survival.
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