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Table 10 Laboratory data on admission

WBC 4590 /mm3 TP 6.5 g/dl
RBC 354 x 104 /mm3 Alb 3.1 g/dl
Hb 11.6 g/dl BUN 18.8 mg/dl
Ht 346 % Cre 0.8 mg/dl
Plt 217 x 10* /mm?3 Na 143 mEq/I
AST 287 1U/1 K 46 mEg/I
ALT 193 1U/1 Cl 101 mEg/I
ALP 357 1U/1 CEA 6.6 ng/ml
T. Bil 1.8 mg/dl CA19-9 234 U/ml
CRP 353 mg/dl
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Fig. 1 Abdominal X-ray showed niveau formation of the small intestine in the upper
abdomen( all Enterography through an ileus tube showed a beak shaped complete
obstruction of the jejunum0O b0

a b

Fig. 2 Plain abdominal CT scan revealed the extremely extended jejunum filled
with fluid.
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Fig. 3 Scheme of the operative findings.
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Fig. 4 Macroscopic findings of the resected specimenl Tumor of the pancreas tail,
5.0x 5.0x 45cm in size, directly invaded to the jejunum through the transverse
mesocolori] al. Cut surface of the tumor was yellowish white and solid] b. A circu-
lar narrowing and an obstruction were seen at the involved jejunum clJ




Table 20 Reported cases of pancreatic cancer presenting as ileus in Japan
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: . Preoperative Site of . . - Outcome
Case | Author | Year | Age/Sex Chief complaint diagnosis primary lesion Site of involvement Operation Pathology 0 MO monthnl
Iwami 1990 65/F constipation, abdominal pain ileus tail sigmoid colon colostomy adeno. | deadd 10MO
lwami 1990 67/F lower abdominal pain, melena rectal cancer head rectum Mile’s operation & sig. deadl 6MO
gastrojejunostomy
3 Iwami 1990 73/M | abdominal pain, nausea, colon cancer head O tail | transverse colon gastrostomy & O dead 1.5M0O
vomiting enterostomy
4 Kobayashi | 1996 52/F constipation, abdominal pain colon cancer tail colon0 splenic flexure | radical operation well. alived 72M0O
spleen, kidney
5 Nihei 1997 46/M abdominal pain, vomiting pancreatic cancer tail colon( splenic flexure] | radical operation mod. |
spleen
6 Ashizawa | 2000 75/M | abdominal pain pancreatic cancer tail colon0 splenic flexurel] | radical operation well. dead 10MO
spleen, adrenal gland
7 Shioya 2000 70/F vomiting, abdominal pain, colon cancer tail colonO splenic flexure | radical operation mod. deadl 6MO
constipation spleen, kidney
8 liai 2000 73/M | abdominal distension pancreatic cancer tail colon( splenic flexurel] | radical operation well. dead 16MO
spleen, kidney
9 Morisaki | 2001 55/M | abdominal pain, vomiting pancreatic cancer tail colonO splenic flexure | colostomy well. deadl 8MO
spleen, kidney
10 Our case | 2003 72/M | constipation, abdominal pain adhesive ileus tail jejunum, adrenal gland | radical operation mod. alived 13M0O
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A Resected Case of Carcinoma of the Pancreatic Tail Presenting as Jejunal lleus

Masaya Nomura, Yoshifumi Inoue, Shigeo Fujita, Jun Sakao,
Shigeo Souda and Masato Ohshima"
Department of Surgery, Nissay Hospital, Nippon Life Saiseikai Foundation
Department of Pathology, Nissay Hospital, Nippon Life Saiseikai Foundation®”

A 72-year-old man undergoing total gastrectomy with splenectomy for gastric cancer at age 56 and reporting
epigastric pain was admitted under a diagnosis of ileus. Enterography through an ileus tube showed complete
obstruction of the jejunum, necessitating laparotomy for suspected adhesive ileus. A tumor about 5 cm in di-
ameter was found in the pancreatic tail and directly involved the jejunum through the transverse mesocolon.
We conducted distal pancreatectomy with left adrenalectomy and partial resection of the jejunum and the
transverse colon. The tumor was diagnosed as moderately differentiated tubular adenocarcinoma of the pan-
creatic tail with direct invasion to the jejunum and the left adrenal gland. Pathological staging was 1VVa. Be-
cause recurrence in the paraaortic lymph node occurred 3 months postoperatively, we conducted systemic
chemotherapy with gemcitabine resulting in long NC during follow-up 13 months postoperatively. Pancreatic
cancer presenting as ileus is extremely rare, and only 10 cases, including ours, have been reported in Japan.
Ours is also the first with jejunal obstruction. Pancreatic cancer must thus be kept in mind as a possible differ-
ential diagnosis in obstruction of the small intestine.
Key words[] pancreatic cancer, ileus, jejunal obstruction
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