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Fig. 1 Abdominal computed tomography showed
gallstones, but enough evaluation of gallbladder
wall was impossible.
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Fig. 2 Macroscopic findings of the resected
specimen. a : Gastric lesions was a type 3 tumor
(arrow), measuring 3.8x3.6cm, located in the
greater curvature of gastric body. b: The gallblad-

der wall was markedly thickened, especially in
the fundus and body (right side of the photograph
is the neck of the gallbladder).
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Fig. 3 a : Histological examination of the gastric le-
sion revealed cancer cells penetration to serosa. b:
The histology was poorly differentiated carcinoma.
a, H&E, x01 ; b, H&E, X 20.
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Fig. 4 a:Histological examination of gallbladder re-
vealed marked infiltration of cancer cells in the
stroma, and the mucosal layer was spared. b : His-

tology of gallbladder lesion was identical to that of
the gastric lesion. a, H&E X 04 ; b, H&E x 20.
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A Case of Synchronous Gallbladder Metastasis from Gastric Cancer

Takehiro Sakai, Koichi Sato, Yasuhiro Sudo,
Masashi Koyanagi, Yoshie Hasegawa and Masanori Tanaka*
Department of Surgery and Department of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine*, Hirosaki City Hospital

A 54-year-old man with untreated cholelithiasis seen for dizziness was found to be markedly anemiae, and fur-
ther examinations indicated advanced gastric cancer. Abdominal echography and computed tomography indi-
cated gallstones, and the gallbladder wall could not be evaluated due to severe atrophy. Distal gastrectomy,
regional lymphadenectomy and cholecystectomy were conducted under a preoperative diagnosis of gastric
cancer and gallstones. The gastric lesion was a type 3 tumor of poorly differentiated adenocarcinoma with se-
rosal penetration and lymphatic invasion. The gallbladder wall was markedly thickened, especially in the fun-
dus and body, and metastasis of gastric cancer was diagnosed because the mucosal layer was spared and the
site at which tumor cell infiltration was severest was stromal. The final gastric cancer stage was T3, N2, HO, P
0, CYO0, M1, Stage IV. Although bile leakage was prolonged after surgery, the patient was discharged on post-
operative day 88. The patient died 5 months after surgery due to obstructive jaundice and carcinomatous
pleuritis. The mechanism of gallbladder metastasis was considered the lymphogenous pathway. Gallbladder
metastasis from gastric cancer is uncommon, and association with gallstones is very rare.
Key words : gallbladder metastasis, gastric cancer, gallstone
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