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Fig. 1 Endoscopic examination showed an ulcera-

tive lesion on the inferior thoracic esophagus.
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Fig. 2 Barium swallow esophagograms demon-
strated the serrated stenosis, 6 cm in length, from

the inferior to the abdominal esophagus.
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Fig. 3 Resected specimen showed an ulcerative tu-

mor, measuring 5.9 X 55 cm in size.

Fig. 4 Photomicrograph of the esophageal ulcera-
tive lesion showed poorly differentiated adenocar-
cinoma with lymphoid stroma. (Figure 4a : x40,
Figure 4b : x200)
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Fig. 5 The expression of HLA-DR antigen was evi-
dent in almost all cancer cells. (H.E. x200)
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Table 1 Reported cases of esophageal cancer with lymphoid stroma in Japan
Author Year | Age | Sex |Location | Size (cm) | pT pN | Histological type | EBV | HLA-DR Prognosis
Amamo? 1988 | 59 M Lt 1.0x14 |Tla NO PSCC ND
Morid)6) 1989 | 70 M Mt 65x60 | T2 N2 PSCC (+) 24M alive
Mizutani” 1991 65 M LtMt 47%x32 T3 NO PSCC 48M alive
Morimoto8) 1993 | 56 M Mt 28x17 |Tlb| N4 NSCUC 50M alive
Murata? 1995 | 72 M Mt 18x14 |Tlb NO PSCC (=) 30M died *
Kankil0®) 1997 | 75 F Mt 34%x30 T3 N4 NSCUC (=) 41M alive
Yamaki'l 1997 | 67 F Lt 15x15 |Tlb NO PSCC ND
1997 | 64 M Mt 15%x15 |T1b|N (+) PSCC ND
Shimizul?) 1997 | 57 F Lt 1.7x13 |Tlb NO MSCC ND
Yamadal® 1999 | 74 F Ce 2 Tlb| ND PSCC (=) 48M alive
Sashiyamal® | 1999 | 78 F Mt 53x25 | T3 | NI PSCC (=) 32M died *
Hasegawal® | 2000 | 69 M Mt 22%x22 |Tlb| N2 PSCC (=) 31M LN recurrence
Chino!® 2000 | 67 M Lt 1.3x0.7 |Tlb N2 PSCC (=) 28M alive
Chino!?) 2001 54 M Ut 16x09 |Tlb NO PSCC (=) (+) 37M alive
2001 | 65 F Mt 47x32 | T3 | NO PSCC (=) (+) 85M died *
Kuwano!® | 2001 | 69 | M Mt 2 T2 |N (+) Scc (=) (+) 16M died
2001 68 M Lt 6.6 T2 [N (+) SCC (=) (+) 49M died *
2001 | 72 | M Mt 2 T3 [N (+) ScC (=) (+) 18M alive
2001 | 60 | M Lt 15 |[Tlb| NO Scc (=) (+) 25M alive
Takubo!? 2001 58 M Lt 2.1 T1b NO PAC (=) 26M alive
Kobayashi2® | 2003 | 70 F Ut 50x30 |Tlb| N1 PSCC ND
2003 | 58 M Lt 34x22 | T3 N3 NSCUC ND
2003 | 69 F Mt 33%28 T3 N2 NSCUC ND
2003 | 68 M LtAe 5.6%5.0 T3 N3 PSCC ND
Takizawa2l | 2004 | 70 M Ae 09x08 |Tla NO PSCC (=) 15M alive
Present case 56 M AeltG 59x55 | T3 N4 PAC (=) (+) 13M alive

PSCC : poorly differentiated squamous cell carcinoma
NSCUC : non-small cell type undifferentiated carcinoma
* t died due to cause other than cancer
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PAC : poorly differentiated adenocarcinoma
ND : not described
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A Case of Poorly Differentiated Adenocarcinoma of the Esophagus
with HLA-DR Antigen Expression in Lymphoid Stroma

Shingo Mitomo, Takeshi Iwaya, Kenichiro Ikeda, Yusuke Kimura,
Keisuke Koeda, Hisataka Fujiwara, Toshimoto Kimura, Noriyuki Uesugi®,
Chihaya Maesawa™™* and Go Wakabayashi
Department of Surgery and Division of Pathology, Central Clinical Laboratory*
and Department of Pathology II**, Iwate Medical University School of Medicine

A 56-year-old man with dysphagia and found in endoscopic examination to have an ulcerative lesion in the in-
ferior thoracic esophagus was diagnosed with adenocarcinoma from a biopsy specimen, necessitating
esophagectomy. Histologically, the resected tumor showed poorly differentiated adenocarcinoma, which pre-
sented with features of medullary carcinoma with lymphoid stroma. This particular histological type of carci-
noma, such as breast and gastric, has been reported to be related to better prognosis and to be associated
with Epstein-Barr virus (EBV) infections in gastric carcinomas. Cases of esophageal cancer are rare, however,
and their pathogenesis remains to be clearfied. No positive signs of EBV were detected in tumor cells in our
case. Immunohistochemically, the expression of HLA-DR antigen was evident in cancer cells, suggesting that
HLA-DR antigen expression in esophageal cancer with lymphoid infiltration is thought to be associated with
long-time survival. The patient has survived for more than 12 months after surgery with no signs of recur-
rence.
Key words : esophageal cancer, lymphoid stroma, HLA-DR antigen
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