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Fig. 1 Abdominal plain X-ray showed linear or net-
like calcification from the cecum to the transverse
colon and to the descending colon. The calcifica-
tion pattern resembled “sparklers.”
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Fig. 2 Irrigoscopy revealed haustra disappearing
along the cecum through the descending colon in
the narrowed lumen with partial thumb-printing
(arrow).

Fig. 3 Abdominal CT showed calcification of the
mesocolic blood vessels as well as calcification and
thickening of the intestinal wall from the cecum to
the descending colon.

I M EMEOLEZRD=D, arT—1L Yy
Pt c¥efs X3 (Fig. 5a), 79 v § T
WYt 72729 (Fig.5b), 7304 FiZHEN
ThHY, BEHMEOLS Lk S, IR
KGR LBl S i

FAHTR - BB d O TR 200 TR B (X



20084 9 A

Fig. 4 Abdominal angiography : From the cecum to
the descending colon, mesenteric veins were not
well visualized, but the superior mesenteric vein
(a) and the inferior mesenteric vein (b) were well

visualized.
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Fig. 5 Preoperative histopathological findings :
Deposition of an amorphous substance, which was
positively stained with HE, was observed in the
mucosa. The substance was not positively stained
with Congo red (a), but was stained blue with
Azan, (b) indicating deposition of collagen fibers
rather than amyloid.
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Fig. 6 Findings of resected specimens : Edema and
hardening of the lumen were prominent in the ce-
cum and ascending colon, and less severe towards
the anus. In the cecum, calcified veins were tactu-
ally perceived as spines even in the mucosa.
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Fig. 7 Postoperative histopathological findings :
Marked fibrosis of the submucous tissue due to
deposition of collagen fibers was observed (a). Mas-
son trichrome staining revealed deposition of colla-

gen fibers beneath the vein endothelium in the in-
testinal wall. The lumen was narrowed (b).
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A Case of Phlebosclerotic Colitis

Takuya Watanabe, Kiyoshi Ishigure, Akira Fujioka,
Takao Horiba, Atsushi Hirai and Yoichi Ito
Depatment of Surgery, Showa General Hospital

A 68-year-old woman with diarrhea and melena was found in irrigoscopy to have haustra disappearing along
the cecum through the descending colon in the narrowed lumen with partial thumb-printing. Lower gastroin-
testinal endoscopy indicated mucosal edema and erosion at the same site, suggesting ischemic enteritis. She
was followed up in conservative treatment with a drug for controlling intestinal function. Lower gastrointesti-
nal endoscopy conducted about 5 months later due to sustained diarrhea showed no change in observations.
Abdominal plain radiography and abdominal computed tomography indicated linear emergence of reticulate
calcification along the cecum through the mesentery of the descending colon occurring since the first visit. Be-
cause these findings suggested phlebosclerotic colitis, we biopsied the lesion. The deposition of amorphous
substances (HE staining) and collagen fibers (Azan staining) in the mucosa found in biopsy confirmed the
diagnosis of phlebosclerotic colitis. We conducted laparoscope-assisted subtotal colectomy to relieve symp-
toms. The woman's postoperative course was favorable, with symptoms relieved. She is now being followed
up in an ambulatory setting.
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