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Table 1 Participating institutions

Hgrie

FRR

Kurume University Hospital

Medical Center of Kurume University
Fukuoka University Hospital

Tokyo Women’s Medical University Hospital
Tokyo Women's Medical Hospital Center East
Tokushima University Hospital

Tokushima Prefectural Central Hospital
Tokushima Municipal Hospital

Teikyo University Chiba Medical Center
Yokohama Shin - Midori General Hospital
Ushiku Aiwa General Hospital

Isezaki Sawa Medical Association Hospital
Kurume Daiichi Social Insurance Hospital

EREFAS

AN
EAT

43% 1%

Kurume Coloproctology Center
Yame General Hospital

Omuta City General Hospital
Saiseikai Omuta Hospital

Social Insurance Tagawa Hospital

Saiseikai Hita Hospital

Asakura Medical Association Hospital

Takagi Hospital
Yanagawa Hospital

Total

TG LAR
10 10
5 0
20 20
12 12
3 3
10 10
5 5
5 5
10 0
5 5
1 1
3 3
9 0
0 10
10 0
5 10
5 5
10 0
0 10
8 0
10 0
10 0
156 109

TG : Total gastrectomy, LAR : Lower anterior resection
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Table 2 Costs of disposable surgical materials used for the patients who underwent

total gastrectomy

Items

Sheets and gowns

Threads

Needles and threads

Materials for drainage

Devices for wound protect and retract
Wound dressing materials

Devices of wound closure

Total

Extent of costs (yen) The median costs (yen)

4,150 ~ 26,700 12,390 (17.1%)
166 ~ 31.200 4,100 ( 5.7%)
2,166 ~ 94,250 31,105 (43.0%)
230 ~ 23,620 9,600 (13.3%)
1,302 ~ 16,800 10,800 (14.9%)

44 ~ 1523 540 ( 0.7%)

883 ~ 7,700 3850 ( 5.3%)

72,385

Table 3 Costs of disposable surgical materials used for the patients who underwent

lower anterior resection

Items

Sheets and gowns

Threads

Needles and threads

Materials for drainage

Devices for wound protect and retract
Wound dressing materials

Devices of wound closure

Total

Extent of costs (yen) The median costs(yen)

4,150 ~ 38,740 12530 (21.7%)
166 ~ 27,834 3570 ( 6.2%)

667 ~ 64,340 19,125 (33.1%)

230 ~ 23,620 7450 (12.9%)
1,302 ~ 16,800 10,800 (18.7%)

44 ~ 1,187 500 ( 0.9%)

344 ~ 7,200 3750 ( 65%)

57,725
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Multi-center Survey of the Use of Disposable Surgical Materials in Total Gastrectomy and
Lower Anterior Resection
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Introduction : Recently, the frequency of use of disposable surgical materials is increasing, however, multi-
center survey on those in digestive surgery has almost never been done. We investigated the current status
of their use for total gastrectomy and for lower anterior resection. Methods : The study group comprised 156
patients who underwent total gastrectomy in 20 participating institutions and 109 patients who underwent
lower anterior resection in 14 participating institutions. The disposable surgical materials were divided into 7
items, such as sheets and gowns, threads, needles and threads, materials for drainage, devices for wound pro-
tect and retract, wound dressing materials and devices of wound closure. The median cost of each material
was calculated. Results : The cost of needles and treads was most expensive in all of the 7 items both opera-
tions. The median cost for disposable surgical materials was 72,385 yen in total gastrectomy and 57,725 yen in
lower anterior resection. The percentage of the median cost of disposable surgical materials in the surgical fee
was 12.4% in total gastrectomy and 13.1% in lower anterior resection. Discussion : It has been clarified that
the cost of disposable surgical materials occupy more than 10 percent of the surgical fee for both total gastrec-
tomy and lower anterior resection. Based upon the concept of separating the technical fee and device cost, a
separating the health insurance claims of the cost of disposable surgical materials and surgical fee is recom-
mended.
Key words : disposable surgical materials, surgical fee, total gastrectomy, lower anterior resection
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